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SPORTS BRIEFS
HORSE RACING
During the 10th sitting of the sec-
ond session of House of Assembly,
the Third District representative Ju-
lian Fraser questioned Education
and Culture Minister Myron Wal-
wyn about several issues concern-
ing horse racing in the territory.

Mr. Fraser raised the issue of
the starting gate that malfunc-
tioned several times during the
Triple Crown in January. The dis-
trict representative asked if the
problem has been corrected with
regards to the upcoming August
Tuesday races.

Mr. Walwyn said that he has
been working with the BVI Horse
Owners Association concerning the
matter and a “long-term plan has
been proposed,” which involves
government replacing the gate.

“Discussions are ongoing and
the situation is being sorted out as
some remedial work is presently
being done,” Mr. Walwyn said. 

Mr. Fraser then asked if horses
from the USVI suffered “life ending
damages” within 12 months of
each other at the Ellis Thomas
Downs due to “poor running sur-
face conditions.” One of the
horses he said was Bud White, a
St. Thomas horse that had won
the St. Croix leg of the Triple
Crown.

“I find it Madame Speaker, very
irresponsible that a member of the
House would in his question sug-
gest that recent incidents are at-
tributed to the alleged poor
running surface of our track,” Mr.
Walwyn said. “These types of irre-
sponsible statements, threatens
the survival of the sport and the
investment made in support of and
by the Virgin Islanders of the Horse
Owners Association.”

The minister added that no
complaint or injury has been made
to the Ministry of Education and
Culture and there has not been
any claim or evidence submitted
to the MEC that a horse from St.
Thomas was injured as a result of
a poor running surface at the Ellis
Thomas Downs.

“The Horse Owners Association
has been working assiduously to
ensure that the downs are pre-
pared and in good condition for
the planned races and they have
had the support of the ministry
in their many ventures,” Mr. Wal-
wyn said.

FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

When he began looking for a
team adventure, Simon Wahl
had never heard of the British
Virgin Islands. 

After his Lietsch City Football
Club had a subpar season in the
Switzerland league, Mr. Wahl,
who is also the club president,
searched for something to inspire
his team by playing against a na-
tional team — a farfetched idea he
thought, but would give it a try. 

He thumbed through the
FIFA rankings and among the

Swiss football club to face VI in 2 matches

The Virgin Islands’ Old Madrid
Masters Football Club brought
home the Champions Trophy
after winning the annual S.M.V.C
Masters Football Tournament at
the Alberic Richards Stadium
in Sandy Ground, St. Martin
last month.   

This is the second time in the
last three years that the club has
won the tournament.

Eight teams competed in the
three-day tournament who hailed
from St. Martin, Dominica, An-
guilla, St. Maarten and the VI. The
teams were divided into two zones. 

Old Madrid faced the St.
Martin Veterans in its first match.
After falling behind 1-0 early in
the match, the team regrouped at
half time and came out on top, 2-
1, at end of play with goals from
Michael “Bassa” Fearon and team
captain Kenmore “Silk” Peters.  

The VI’s second match was
against Blue Fin Masters of St.
Maarten, which Old Madrid dom-
inated for both halves, but missed
several scoring opportunities — at
least eight chances. Mr. Peters scored
his second goal of the tournament
off a set-play by corner-kick special-
ist Humphry Leue. 

The two victories earned Old
Madrid a place in the final four on
the following day. 

The team’s next match was
against Saint Louis Masters FC,
who eliminated the VI last year in
the semi-finals of the tournament.

The club’s third and final
Zone B match was played evenly
from the start, with few scoring

chances for either team and the
first half ended in a 0-0 draw.  

Old Madrid had to win in
order to make it to the champi-
onship match, because both teams
were undefeated, but St. Louis
had a one-goal difference advan-
tage overall.  A draw would mean
St. Louis would advance to the fi-
nals, and Old Madrid would have
to settle playing for third place.  

The VI’s attacking strategy
paid of late in the second half
when Victor Franklyn scored off
a crossing pass from Mr. Leue,
giving the his team its third vic-

tory and an undefeated first-place
finish in Zone B.

Old Madrid did not have
much time to rest, as the dejected
St. Louis Masters refused to play
for third place and forfeited the
consolation match, meaning that
the final would be played right
after the VI won its match.  

Old Madrid faced the Do-
minica All Stars  in the final. 

Old Madrid fell behind 1-0
when the All Stars scored on a
free kick.  

However, Old Madrid’s Sheldon
“Doc” Harry scored the equaliser.   

The match ended in a 1-1
draw and the game would be de-
cided on penalty kicks. 

Old Madrid missed its first of
five penalty kicks, but then Messrs.
Leue, Peters, Harry, and Donovan
Staple converted for the VI, leaving
the final penalty kick by Dominica
to decide the championship.

VI goalkeeper Haenif “Size”
James  dove in the right direction
and saved the fifth and final
penalty kick.

The game would go into “sud-
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Old Madrid poses with the Champions Trophy before returning to Tortola.

Old Madrid wins St. Martin tournament

Masters see page 53

Swiss see page 53
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Members of the  Lietsch
City Football Club of
Switzerland attend a
welcome party at
Fisher’s Cove on
Virgin Gorda  Monday
night. 
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Colin Rathbun aboard the IC24
Black Pearl won the  Guy Eldridge
Memorial Race last weekend.

Additionally, the Royal BVI
Yacht Club retained the Manhat-
tan Challenge Trophy from the
West End Yacht Club.

In “excellent conditions for
sailing,” the fleet started off Nanny
Cay, sailed to Road Town Har-
bour, then around Pelican and
Flanagan islands before returning
to Nanny Cay.

During the start, Ron Gurney
aboard a powerboat, came out to
support Tiswas, the Capri 25 skip-
pered by Tom Parish. Mr Gurney,
the previous owner of Tiswas, was
keen to encourage the new own-
ers. Unfortunately, the powerboat
suffered an engine malfunction
and collided with Tiswas,  imped-
ing their start. Fortunately, no one

was hurt and no damage was
caused, so Tiswas was able to
continue. 

Ultimately, all the yachts fin-
ished with competitive times. 

After the Guy Eldridge race,
the annual Manhattan Trophy
challenge started. Racing was held
in Lasers off Nanny Cay beach
between the “Royals” and “Loyals.” 

The Royals (Mr. Rathbun,
Giles Wood and Todd Patterson)
took an early lead and never relin-
quished it. 

Sailors had to drink a shot of
rum and shout a pirate phrase be-
fore the next sailor could depart.

The Loyals (Kevin Wrigley,
Keith LiGreci and Guy Phoenix)
did their best, but were soundly
beaten.  The Royals would win
the Manhattan trophy for the
third successive year.

The award ceremony was at-
tended by Sue-Ellyn Eldridge and
her son William. All proceeds from
the regatta were donated to Alec
Anderson and Chris Brockbank’s
Olympic bid.

den death.” 
Each team made one penalty

kick with Rodney Prince scoring
for Old Madrid, but then both
teams squandered opportunities
to take the title by missing two
consecutive kicks.  

It came down to the ninth
penalty kick, when Dominica
missed its third straight penalty.
This time, Mr. James was given
the chance to take matters into his
own hands, and he buried the ball
in the back left corner of the net
to take the victory.

During the closing ceremony
and trophy presentation, Old
Madrid’s Team Manager Phoebe
Murrell collected the Champions
Trophy, while Mr. James was
named best goalkeeper of the
tournament and Mr. Peters was
awarded the MVP title.   

“I am really proud of the guys.
They trained hard in preparation

for this tournament, stayed fo-
cused, played as a united front and
stuck to the game plans,” said Old
Madrid Coach Elroy “Manjaker”
Mills.  “We were confident com-
ing into the competition that we

had the skills and experience to
play well, and we delivered.  We
are champions again.  Now, prepa-
rations will start for our own tour-
nament, which we will host again
in October.”

“This triumph was very special
for our club,” said club president Mr.
Leue. “ We came in with heavy hearts
because one of our founding mem-
bers, Anthony Bramble, lost his
mother last week due to illness and

he could not travel with the team.
We were determined to take back the
title this year and dedicate this victory
to him and to the memory of his
mother, and so we did.  We also ap-
preciate the support from our mem-
bers, fans, sponsors and supporters at
home and abroad.  I could not be
more impressed with our perform-
ance, conduct and team spirit.  The
BVI can be rightly proud of the Old
Madrid Masters Football Club.”

The Old Madrid team:  Beaus-
ton “Gappi” Brown;  Dion “Ragga”
Clarke;  Matthew Daly;  Michael
Dennis;  Kelvin Eubanks;  Michael
“Bassa” Fearon;  Gregory “GI”
Grant;  Sheldon “Doc” Harry;
Vaughn “Strongman” Homer;
Franklyn “Magerman” James;
Haenif “Size” James;  Anslem
“Danny” Joseph;  Humphry Leue;
Kenmore Peters;  Rodney Prince;
Donovan Staple;  Franklyn Vic-
tor.  Head Coach:  Elroy “Man-
jaker” Mills.  Assistant Coach:
Winston Potter.  Manager:
Phoebe Murrell. 

SAILING

Rathbun wins Guy Eldridge Memorial Race
RESULTS
1. Black Pearl,  Colin Rathbun

2. RIP, Henry Leonig

3. Girasoli, Keith LiGreci

4. Latitude 18, Giles Wood

5. Wildfire, John Hayes

6. Tiswas, Tom Parish

Manhattan Trophy:
Royal BVI Yacht Club
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The Black Pearl crew pose with their trophy after winning the Guy Eldridge Me-
morial Race last weekend.

teams, he saw the VI was on the lower end
of the rankings. He had no idea where the
territory was located, but after a Google
search he found out it was in the Caribbean.

Mr. Wahl sent BVIFA President Andy
Bickerton an e-mail asking if his 28-man team
could come to the territory and play against the

VI’s best players. Mr. Bickerton welcomed
the idea and Mr. Wahl and his players
were ecstatic.

Mr. Wahl, Michael Durrier and Basil
Neff arrived here on July 20 ahead of the
team on July 28. Their first match was
yesterday on Virgin Gorda, and will play
again on Saturday at the A. O. Shirley
Recreation Grounds.

“It’s funny that our season is over, but

this trip will be the highlight of the season,”
Mr. Wahl said. “In fact, the whole season
was a tune up for these matches. It will be
the most important friendly we have ever
had in our club history. The boys have
trained hard over the last month for these
matches and they are on fire. We have 28
players and they want to give their best.
Everyone wants to play. It will be a hard
decision for the coach.”

Mr. Wahl said while he’d like a victory,
it doesn’t matter if his team wins or loses,
but the fond memories they’ll take back
from the VI. 

“I hope they go back with a lot of good
memories,” Mr. Wahl said. “Football is a
good thing to build bridges between differ-
ent cultures and that’s the main thing. I
want them to have some good memories
and having a good time in the BVI.”

Swiss from page 55

Masters from page 55
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Members of Old Madrid pose for a photo in their new uniforms.


